
Loyalty and Integrity 
2 Corinthians 1 

 

Just a little background to start our study of 2nd Corinthians. After Paul departs from Athens, he goes to 

Corinth where he meets up with Aquilla and Pricilla who just left Rome because of a decree from 

Emperor Claudius commanding all Jews to leave Rome. Since Aquilla and Pricilla were tent makers like 

Paul, he lived and worked with them. (Acts 18:1-3) Paul reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath trying 

to persuade both Jews and Greeks. When Silas and Timothy arrive from Macedonia, Paul devotes 

himself to the word and testifies to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. The Jews not only rejected Paul’s 

position and the gospel, they became hostile so Paul moved his ministry from the synagogue to Titus 

Justus’s house. This is also the point where Paul draws a line in the sand, “…he shook out his garments 

and said to them, “Your blood be upon your heads, I am clean. From now on I shall go to the Gentiles.”                             

Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue is saved along with all his house hold. The Jews attempt to get 

the new deputy of Achaia to silence Paul but before Paul can say a word, Gallio states his position.. “If it 

were a matter of wrong or wicked lewdness, you Jews would have a reason to come to me, but if it is a 

question of words and names and of your law, you look into it” effectively exonerating Paul and 

dismissing their charges. After staying many days, Paul leaves Corinth and goes to Ephesus via 

Cenchrea. 
 

After leaving Corinth, Paul hears of problems within the Corinthian church and writes a letter in 

response to confront the issues. This letter referenced in 1 Corinthians 5:9 is a matter of record but lost 

in history. While in Ephesus on his third missionary journey, Paul hears once again, the Corinthian 

church is in trouble. The Corinthians write Paul a letter seeking clarification and request his advice on a 

number of issues. Paul writes them a letter to both address the issues and answer their questions. We 

know the letter as 1 Corinthians. While the letter resolves some of the problems and potential confusion, 

another threat arises, false teachers. Individuals, masquerading as apostles sent from Jerusalem, were 

drawing the Corinthians away from their loyalty to Paul and the truth. These minions of Satan have been 

troubling the faithful ever since the fall of mankind in the garden. Scripture is replete with the ever-

present danger of false prophets and their message. Jesus warns of them, “beware of the false prophets, 

who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.” (Matt7:15; Zech 13:4) Other 

warnings in scripture include: “see to it that no one misleads you. For many will come in My name, 

saying ‘I am the Christ’ and will mislead many” or “for false Christs and false prophets will arise and 

will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect.” (Matt 24:4-5, 24) When 

Paul hears of the problem, he left Ephesus and went to Corinth. However the visit did not go well, Paul 

refers to it as a visit made ‘in sorrow.” (2 Cor 2:1)  “Paul returns to Ephesus and writes a direct letter 

(which has not been preserved) to address the issue. This letter is commonly referred to as the “severe 

letter” was delivered to Corinth by Titus. (2 Cor 7:5-16) Paul leaves Ephesus for Troas to proclaim the 

gospel and meet Titus. Paul waits as along as he can to see Titus but is compelled to go to Macedonia. 

Once in Macedonia, Paul receives a report from Titus indicating most of the Corinthians had repented 

and reaffirmed their loyalty to Paul (2 Cor 7:7).  
 

Even though he received a favorable report, Paul knows the Corinthian church is not out of danger. 

False apostles were alive and well and still living in Corinth and some of the Corinthians were confused 

and/or still loyal to them. Paul writes 2 Corinthians in Macedonia (some ancient manuscripts indicate it 

may have been Philippi) in preparation for his upcoming visit.  
 

In 2nd Corinthians, Paul attacks the false prophets, defends his apostleship against their slander, gives 

instruction about collections for poor believers in Jerusalem. He attacks these false apostles, their 

followers and their heresy head-on. Paul eventually arrives in Corinth, stays for three months (Acts 

20:2,3), and departs for Jerusalem with the collection that had been sent from many churches for the 

Jerusalem Christians.  

 



1.  Why does Paul identify himself as an apostle, “by the will of God”?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How would the blessing in verse 3 be received by Christians? How would the synagogue take it?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Paul addresses “affliction”, “sufferings”, and “hope”.  What is the blessing and the purpose 

behind the blessing in verses 4-8? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Paul goes on to describe his “affliction” in verses 8-11. What examples of affliction are given by 

Paul? What were some of the afflictions Paul experienced and what can be learned from his 

response to them? What was Paul thankful for? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How does Paul defend his integrity in verses 12-24? What are his main points? Are any of them 

more important than another?  


